
 

Waukesha Bible Church is a family of families seeking to live in the Storyline of the Bible.  She is determined by 

design to have a God-centered, Christ-exalting worship; a Word-centered teaching focused on personal 

discipleship through intentional and systematic instruction; a Global-impacting mission that resolves to be a 

church planting church; and a Grace-based fellowship where disciples are invited to live under a reigning grace 

characterized by a Gospel-driven sanctification that celebrates a divine monergism to the Christian life. 

 

Greetings: 
 
The study that Pastor Pat brings on Sunday mornings is a reflection of the study for that 
week.  It represents a lot of research.  Not all of what he has prepared is communicated.  
In an attempt to continue the learning process, he is making available his study notes to 
the congregation. 
 
They are edited, but not “book” ready.  To the critical eye mistakes can be found.  So he 
asks that you take the material with humility, teach-ability, and charity. 
 
Enjoy and if you should have any questions or corrections, please do not hesitate to 
email him at pastorpat@waukeshabible.org. 
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“You Have Done Well to Share With Me” 
Phil. 4:14-23 

Prepared by Patrick J. Griffiths 
 
Deep fellowship/partnerships are forged in the crucible of shared suffering/ministry. While 
tucked away under house arrest in Rome the apostle Paul received Epaphroditus from the 
church in Philippi.  His presence added a summer’s warmth to winter’s cold.   He speaks of 
their interest in him as a flower blooming like the budding crocuses’ bursting through winter’s 
blanket as they reach out to the embrace of spring’s warmth.1  When we began our study of 
Philippians on February 26, 2012 we noted from chapter 1 how, “Genuine affection and 
fellowship are from God and birthed on the battlefield of adversity.”  I would like to begin our 
final study in the Book of Philippians by reminding us of where we began in chapter 1.  I 
quote,  

 
Paul pens his words to the Philippians church from the prison cell.  There is 
tremendous transparency in the words his writes.  He has made himself vulnerable.  He 
provides the platform for deep relational wounds.  Yet he is willing to take the chance. 
 
Paul’s heart overflows with gratitude for the believers in Philippi.  This perhaps 
explains why he identifies himself as a bond-servant and not an apostle.  In addition, 
they secured his affection by their care of him from his imprisonment in Acts 16:12ff.  
Paul speaks of overflowing joy (v. 4), having them in his heart (v. 7), and longing for 
them all with the affection of Christ Jesus (v. 8).  Such descriptions speak of his genuine 
affection for the believers.  It is not a generic affection one would have for any who 
claim the name of Christ, but an affection birthed by participation (vv. 5, 7 [koinonia, 
sugkoinonia]).  The fellowship they enjoyed was born of adversity and hardship (v. 7).   
 
The fellowship marked is something more than mere knowledge or a passing 
acquaintance.  There is a deep seeded union between the two groups.   
 

“In Paul’s world it was the normal word for a business partnership, in which all 
those involved would share in doing the work on the one hand and in the 
financial responsibilities on the other.”2   

 
This type of fellowship is born in the crucible of suffering and hardship faced and 
endured for the sake of the gospel.  It is not an alliance forged by paper signing and 
speech giving.  How this fellowship was forged is noted in Acts 16:12ff and Philippians 
4.  The alliance was born by giving, by sacrifice, by authentic commitment. 
 
We speak of fellowship when there is no giving, no sacrifice, and no commitment.  We 
have fellowship only as it exists in theory, but not lived out in experience.  We quickly 
abandon such an idea when faced by inconvenience and cost.  We have no alliances for 
which we stake our standing and character.   
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The Philippi fellowship sought to enable and participate with Paul in “standing firm in one 
spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the gospel” (1:27) through financial 
gifting.  Their willingness and desire to help is significant.  This paragraph is sparked by their 
willingness and desire to help the apostle in ministry.  Paul was not requesting the enablement 
as much as wanting them to receive the blessing of having participated in the ministry 
entrusted to the apostle through financial gifting (vv. 17, 19). 
 
This section has two primary ideas.  First, Paul speaks to his own personal contentment (vv. 
10-13). We addressed this idea in our previous study.  His second, and perhaps dominate 
thought, is his perspective on gospel partnership (vv. 14-20).  Here we see the reason why 
Paul’s affection for this group of people ran so hot.  They partnered with him through thick 
and thin.  Paul “proves” this by highlighting two of their activities.   
 
First, he speaks of their past partnership in his affliction (v. 14).3  The church of Philippi was 
willing to openly identify with the apostle Paul even while he was suffering persecution for 
the gospel.  This speaks volumes of their love for Him and for Christ and His Church.4 
 
Friend, there are a number of times when God sends me emotional encouragement by the 
notes of His people.  I have often invited you to remember our “shut-ins.”  I am asking you to 
send a note to those who receive from us missionary support.  Let them know of your interest 
and continued prayer support.  These notes are like those received by Paul from the 
Philippians through Epaphroditus. 
 
The second evidence Paul highlights is their present partnership in financial enablement (vv. 
15-20).  There is a simple principle at play inside of this basic text; each of them serves in 
various ways but all of them are a part of the same “team/body.”  It is foolish for us to 
quantify importance as to function or role.  Each of them did their part and both benefited by 
the activities of others.5  
 

His perspective on giving financially is crucial.  “Paul was not worried about speaking in this 
way about Christians doing things which pleased God.  He wasn’t suggesting for a moment 
that they were thereby earning their salvation, that they were being ‘justified by works’; rather, 
that God was delighted that their faith, hope and love were finding this practical expression.”6  
This thought is indispensable.  We do not give to God to gain God.  We give because we 
already gained Christ.   
 
This text peals back the relationship existing between the one who gives and the one who 
receives the gift.  In many ways, it shows the relationship between a local church and one who 
receives missionary support.  Seven qualities can be noted concerning this relationship.  Let us 
note these seven qualities. 

 
First, it was corporate.  As a fellowship, we believe God often acts on individuals within a 
church to financially support those we support corporately.  However, we also believe 
primary gifting should come to and through the local church to those the church supports.  
Epaphroditus is the one who carries the financial gift to Paul from the church.  The individual 
members are represented by the whole.  Although I do not support any individual privately, I 
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do support all individuals corporately through my regular and intentional gifting to this local 
church. 
 
Second, it was personal (vv. 15, 16a).  From the very beginning of their relationship, the church 
of Philippi “invested” in the apostle Paul.7  The missionary mandate was not fulfilled by 
simply writing a check.  There is a genuine relationship between the one sent and the church 
that sends.   
 
Third, it was financial (v. 15b).  “He used a metaphor from the business world.  The 
Philippians by their contributions had ‘opened an account’ with him.”8 
 
Fourth, it was repeated (v. 16b).  They were invested in enabling Paul to preach the gospel.  
The relationship the church had with the apostle Paul was sustained over many years.  It was 
not a one time gift.  The financial gifting was based on a long standing relationship. 
 
Fifth, it was profitable (v. 17).  Jim Elliot - “He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep, to 
gain what he cannot lose.”  I would like to expand on this thought.  Let us begin with this 
opening thought. 

 
The word "fruit" is often used in the Scriptures, as elsewhere, to denote results, or that which is produced. 
Thus we speak of punishment as the fruit of sin, poverty as the fruit of idleness, and happiness as the 
fruit of a virtuous life. The language is taken from the fact, that a man reaps or gathers the fruit or 
result of that which he plants.9 

 
God has graciously incorporated benefit to virtue, just as He graciously incorporated demerit 
to sin. Is Paul telling us to send our treasures on ahead through gracious gifting?  Think with 
me for a moment on our Lord’s words in Matthew 6:19-24. 
 

19 Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy, and where thieves 
break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust 
destroys, and where thieves do not break in or steal; 21 for where your treasure is, there your heart will be 
also. 22 The eye is the lamp of the body; so then if your eye is clear, your whole body will be full of light. 23 

But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If then the light that is in you is darkness, 
how great is the darkness! 24 No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the 
other, or he will be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and wealth. (Matt. 6:19-
24) 

 
This same principle is highlighted by the apostle in Colossians 3:-4 (“Seek those things above; 
set your affection on things above”).  Matthew 6:24 summarizes and applies the idea of 
treasure.  To what or to whom do you look for your satisfaction, your contentment?  I’ve 
commented on this in the past.  When you give of your substance you are breaking the 
stronghold the shadow has on you.  I believe giving is biblical and right.  I believe your giving 
should be intentional and regular.  How much you give and how you give can be debated, but 
the idea of giving is a non-negotiable.  When you give you are declaring the mastery of the 
Lord Jesus Christ over you and your servitude to Him. 
 
You are not judged or cursed because you do not give, but there is an inherent merit to giving 
when you do give.  By your failure to give you are keeping yourself from enjoying what giving 
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has attached to it.  Giving births something that is unique to it.  There is a child to giving that 
declares Jesus as enough. 
 
I do not support the idea that at the great judgment of God you will have your opportunity to 
show God [and others] how large your heavenly bank account is.  I do believe at the great 
judgment of God you will see for the first time just how pervasive God’s working was in you 
and through you to those around you.  I cannot intellectually process or imagine that 
somehow the idea of accumulating heavenly wealth is in contrast to or subtracting from the 
immeasurable joy and “profit” of seeing Christ face to face.  This brings us to our fifth quality. 
 
Sixth, it was pleasing (vv. 18-19).  There is an imbalance in God’s accounting that is 
incapable of being rectified.  When God balances the ledger, there is no reciprocal action on 

our part that can compensate God.  God dispenses everything lavishly.  Once God moved to 
give us His Son everything else is of no consequence (Rom. 8:32).  And there is no present 
suffering that can compare with the glory that is to follow (Rom. 8:18). 
 
Paul was not requesting the financial enablement as much as wanting them to receive the 
blessing of having participated in the ministry entrusted to the apostle through financial 
gifting (vv. 17, 19).  Paul recognized the need for participation in the gospel.  He recognized 
that giving breaks the stronghold money has on us.   Their willingness to give is spoken of as 
“a fragrant aroma, an acceptable sacrifice, well-pleasing to God” (v. 18).   
 

What makes Paul’s words doubly significant is that he uses virtually identical language in Eph. 5:2 to 
describe Christ’s sacrifice: ‘an offering and a sacrifice to God for an aroma of fragrance.’10 

 
Finally, it was prophetic (vv. 19, 20).  There are two qualities concerning this “prophecy.”  
There is a promise (v. 19).  The ability of God to meet the need of man is lavish. 
 

The word "riches" here means his abundant fullness; his possessing all things; his inexhaustible ability to 
supply their wants.  It is such an expression as Paul is accustomed to use when speaking of what God 
does. He is not satisfied with saying simply that it is so; but connects with it the idea that whatever God 
does is done in a way worthy of himself, and so as to illustrate his own perfections.11 
 
Just as the peace of God surpasses all understanding (v. 7), so the riches of God surpass every conceivable 
human need.12 
 

Paul’s need is more than food on the table, clothes on his back, and a roof over his head.  Paul 
saw his needs as running much deeper than the tangible.  It is the empowerment of Christ13 
that enabled Paul to be joyful, be gentle, and be prayerful in absence and in abundance.  He is 
confident God will supply all of their needs just as He has supplied all of his needs. 

 
Since God’s wealth is limitless, it is therefore impossible to exhaust it by all needs combined.  Paul thus 
cannot ask too much from God as he prays for the needs of his friends.14 

 
Paul is confident God will “supply all [their] needs according to His riches in glory in Christ 
Jesus” (v. 19).  Although the saying might appear tired, one cannot out give God.  God is no 
one’s debtor.  When it is understood how everything is from God, sustained by God, and for 
God, then it is equally understood how we only steward all we possess.  Everything we have 
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is Him supplying our needs.  There is no depth of poverty where God is not present.  It is 
only in our lack that we find His abundance.  It is only when Jesus is all we have that He 
becomes to us all we need. 
 

In verse 19 Paul has in mind exactly the same kind of needs that he was talking about in v. 16, namely, 
present material needs that can only be met right now by material resources.15 

 
How does this relate to the larger ministry of a local body as it seeks to be the body in their 
community, nation and world?  There was a genuine affinity between the apostle Paul and the 
church of Philippi.  Not only was the alignment mystical, but practical and pragmatic.  It 
wasn’t Paul speaking of being a part of the global body without ever having any real face time 
or connection with it.  It was Paul being able to put faces and names to a church.  There was a 
genuine and authentic relationship between the one giving financial support and the one 
receiving financial support.  In our current culture both those giving support (i.e. local 
churches) and those receiving support (i.e. Christian workers) must work together in creating 
relationships that are genuine and authentic.  Neither one can abdicate their responsibility to 
be engaged in the relationship.   
 
Fellowship forms the womb birthing this letter.  The bond forged between the apostle and 
the church was created on the field of adversity and hardship.  The local church is more than a 
means to someone’s monetary goal.  As it relates to the mission of God, it is directly and 
inextricably tied to the local church.  The relationship between the mission of the church and 
the missionary is fixed.  It is like two children tied together by one heart and one set of lungs.  
To separate the one from the other is to destroy one and put the other at risk.   May the church 
and those carrying out the mission continue to work toward intimacy with God and thus with 
each other. 
 
Within Paul’s prophetic statement and promise there is praise (v. 20). 
 

In typically Pauline vein, this passage concludes with Paul breaking out into a doxology.  In some ways 
this is the only appropriate response to the glorious riches of God in Christ Jesus.  Paul’s final Amen 
confirms that this doxology is no mere rhetorical flourish, but gives voice to his own deep conviction.  It 
is the appropriately worshipful response to God’s generous and sovereign providence in Christ Jesus.16 

 
We give God glory by affirming who He is and what He has done.  Giving God glory is 
recognizing everything is from Him, sustained by Him, and for Him.  This is how we glorify 
God. 
 
In typical fashion Paul concludes with a parting benediction (v. 20), identifies the brethren (vv. 
21, 22), and closes with a blessing (v. 23).  Simple and to the point; may you and I continue to 
be enriched as we bathe ourselves in the overflowing abundance of God. 
 
Do you recognize you are a steward of all God gives? Are you intentional and regular in your 
giving? Are you working to be relational with those who receive missionary support? Let us 
encourage those who go out for the sake of the gospel.  Let us be a part of the larger mission of 
God as He works His will in and through His church. 
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